Williamsburg Agricultural Commission

Farmer Coffee Notes for Saturday, February 8, 2014

Time: 10-11:30 AM

Location: Town Offices

In attendance: Keith Dufresne, Amanda Emerson, Angela Roell, Meg Taylor, Paul Zononi

Members absent: Alan Everett, Brian Kline 

The Williamsburg Agricultural Commission hosted a Farmer Coffee on Saturday, February 8, 2014 at Town Offices.  All commercial and hobby farmers and foresters in Williamsburg were invited to attend and share their concerns, ideas, needs, and questions with the ag. commission members.  

Ag Com members were introduced, as were all 25+ attendees and their type of farm or the farm/forest products they produce.  Goals and current projects of the Ag Com were presented such as the Right-to-Farm signs we plan to post in town this spring.  We also discussed current farm viability grant opportunities (i.e. EQUIP, FVEP, AIP, MEGA) for farmers and landowners with representatives from MDAR present.  The Ag Com website was introduced and attendees were informed of the opportunity to be included on the farmer listing page on our website.  We also extended a welcome to all attendees to come to one of our regularly scheduled meetings and voice any concerns or ideas they might have.  We mentioned our desire to find an alternate member for the Ag Com and one attendee plans to come to our next meeting and express his interest in the opening. 

The last part of the gathering included a brainstorm of current agricultural concerns, issues, and ideas for how we can better serve town farmers and foresters.  The 3 questions we asked of the audience were:

1) What are the current issues, problems, or concerns facing farmers in Williamsburg?

Responses: Peaceful Valley Farm chickens free ranging near ice cream stand, visitors enjoy and feed them but then the hens loiter – is there a better way to contain them?  What is best way to deal with this?,  New farmer in town wants to host weddings on his land but neighbors are concerned about narrow road leading up hill to farm, parking area, and noise from weddings/events.  The Ag Com intends to help both farmers come up with workable solutions – they were invited to come to a future meeting where we can all focus more time on helping them to resolve these conflicts.  

2) What farmland protection ideas or concerns do you have for the town of Williamsburg?

Responses: would like a better understanding of the role of the Conservation Commission in active farm land, would like more information about 61A, would like better understanding of permitting, more information about grant opportunities (post all this information on our website?) 

3) How can the Williamsburg Agricultural Commission better serve you and your farm or forest business?

Responses: research and inform farmers about state and town farm signage regulations (i.e. farm machinery signs), connect people with farm resources or services available in town: like unused sugar maples, land/ field clearing services and resources wanted (i.e. livestock, equipment, land, hay) – could create want ads/ for sale ads on Ag Com website, creating a press release for Gazette and Country Journal after Right to Farm signs are posted, host two Farmer Coffees per year – one in winter and one in summer to serve different seasonal needs of farmers/growers = good way to stay informed and discuss relevant issues and needs

We ended the Farmer Coffee by thanking everyone who attended and shared their knowledge, ideas and concerns, reminded folks to keep us informed and to use us as a resource, and tentatively agreed to host another farmer gathering this summer at the Grange. 

